
IN SCHOOLS

‘I recommend them to all of my colleagues’
 DAVE BUTT – DEPUTY HEAD, TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL



Our History in Schools
The Message Trust has its roots in the late 
1980s when businessmen Andy and Simon 
Hawthorne began to feel stirred to present the 
Christian faith relevantly to the young people 
of Greater Manchester. They organised a week 
of gigs at the Manchester Apollo, Message 
’88, attracting thousands of young people 
to live performances by bands, and a clear 
presentation of the Christian message. 

In the early 1990s the Message to Schools Trust was 
born, formed with the express purpose of presenting 
the Christian faith to young people in schools through 
hip hop and dance music. A new band was formed – 
The World Wide Message Tribe, later shortened to 
The Tribe. Demand for the band to play in schools 
and further afield quickly increased and they went on 
to record albums which brought critical acclaim and 
international success.

Some 25 years on, The Message Trust now has multiple 
teams that visit and partner with schools, offering 
thought-provoking lessons and performances using 
music and theatre. Wherever you encounter us, we 
aim to communicate Christian faith to young people 
in a relevant way, and to encourage them to think 
about their own lives, values and experiences.

Raising the aspirations of young people is a privilege 
and is something we aim to do through all our work. 
We regularly see young people who thought they 
didn’t have anything to say finding their voice; or 
those who were wrestling with negative behaviours 
and thought patterns realising that there is a different 
story available to the one they are living.

OUR VALUES
We seek to be…

Professional
Bringing quality to 
our presentations that 
captures the attention 
of the listener, keeping 
them focused and 
engaged throughout.

Memorable
Enhancing student 
experience and 
understanding, ensuring 
learning progresses 
through and beyond the 
end of each lesson.

Collaborative
Listening carefully to 
teachers’ needs and 
objectives, using a 
full brief and online 
feedback questionnaire.

 
Flexible
Tailoring our lessons, 
workshops and 
assemblies to your 
timetable, facilities and 
needs.

Andy Hawthorne in the early nineties



How it works
Our teams usually engage with schools in four 
key ways:

• Assemblies
• Lessons and workshops
• Lunchtime performances
• End-of-week concerts

Often all four elements combine to create what 
we call a Schools Week, but we always tailor our 
involvement according to your needs.

Each element requires careful planning in cooperation 
with you and your facilities staff. This is covered in 
detail during the briefing process.

ASSEMBLIES
Our teams can take any assemblies happening on the day 
they are in school. This could either be a whole school 
assembly or a year group assembly – we can tailor our 
presentation to either of these types.

A typical assembly features a quick performance from the 
band or team (e.g. one song), followed by an introduction 
to them and a short thought about the subject of the 
assembly. 

The school may have a specific topic for the assembly, or 
may invite us to bring a thought that ties into the lessons 
we are also delivering in school.

LESSONS AND WORKSHOPS
The core of our work is delivering high-quality, thought-
provoking and memorable lessons tied to Key Stage 3 
and 4 learning outcomes in RE. We use relevant teaching 
styles, engaging activities, and the creative arts to explore 
aspects of the Christian faith.

Where possible we aim to try and see the whole school 
over the course of a week. Our 25 years of experience tells 
us the best way to achieve this is to move off-timetable if 
at all possible, ideally engaging with whole year groups at 
a time in a shared space such as the school hall. However, 
if this is not possible, we are open to discussion about 
how we can best engage with the maximum number of 
pupils with as little disruption to regular school activities 
as possible.

LUNCHTIME PERFORMANCES
Short (20–30 minute), free-of-charge performances 
give a taster of the end-of-week concert during school 
lunch hours. We provide scaled-down PA and technical 
equipment such as lighting. Usually the school arranges 
volunteer stewards for the performance but we may be 
able to provide stewards if needed.

END-OF-WEEK CONCERT
This is an essential part of the Schools Week, giving 
young people an opportunity to see our teams perform 
professionally and respond to what they have heard 
during the week. This performance is centred around a 
relevant, engaging explanation of the Christian faith.

We find that end-of-week concerts work best when they 
are held on the school grounds on Friday evenings. This 
is to ensure that students are able to enjoy the concert 
in a safe and familiar environment whilst experiencing a 
performance at a professional level. If possible the school 
will arrange stewards for the concert but we can provide 
stewards if needed.

GETTING IT RIGHT
Every Schools Week is carefully planned so the 
school can get the most out of the experience. 
The process begins with a briefing – even if we’ve 
worked with you before – and ends with a feedback 
questionnaire (online or hard copy available) to 
ensure the highest standards and satisfaction with 
the service we provide.

We understand that each school has its own unique 
ethos and we aim to make space for what matters 
most to you, as we exist to serve the school: whether 
that’s questions and answers, personal stories or 
personal development. We will try our best to meet 
all of your specific needs.



MEET THE TEAM
BrightLine are a Manchester-based indie-pop band. Think 
soaring vocals, chiming guitars, and catchy melodies – 
then add in a world-class beat-boxer, uplifting lyrics and a 
message that could change your life.

Hailing from four different parts of the world (Portugal, 
Mexico, England and Wales) the band started in September 
2013 after all four members completed Message Academy, 
The Message Trust’s in-house training year.

With their indie vibe and original sound, they have been 
visiting schools all across the UK and beyond for the last 
few years. They deliver lessons, assemblies and workshops 
to young people of all ages as well as gigging throughout 
the UK and Europe. 

BrightLine’s mission is to love God and to love people. 
Matthew 5:16 says, ‘In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’

WHAT WE OFFER
BrightLine offer a choice of four different schools lessons.

Each lesson is run informally with ice-breaker games, 
personal stories and songs from the band, all with a 
Christian ethos.

The lessons we currently offer are:

• What is Faith?
• Racism and Prejudice
• Self-Esteem
• Does God Exist?

The band is made up of four members travelling with a 
sound engineer.

BOOK BRIGHTLINE
To book BrightLine for your school, email 
bookings@message.org.uk or call 0161 946 2300 

www.brightlineband.co.uk

 BrightLine
 @BrightLineBand
 @BrightLineBand



MEET THE TEAM
In Yer Face creates short, sharp, unforgettable theatre 
for, and with, young people. The company focuses on 
education, prison and community audiences with work 
that explores well-known stories in unexpected guises. 
Unflinching and uncompromising but with a strong 
Christian ethos, In Yer Face’s work has combined theatre 
with film, music with dance, script with poetry, narrative 
with illustration.

In addition to applied drama and theatre skills workshops 
in schools, prisons, churches and community settings, 
the company also runs two annual touring productions. 
The company has also performed at large public venues 
such as the Palace Theatre, the Lowry, the O2 Apollo 
Manchester and the Imperial War Museum North.

WHAT WE OFFER
In Yer Face has been producing outstanding and 
accessible original performances for young audiences for 
over twenty years. We tour twice a year, so please get in 
contact to book our latest show. 

In Yer Face’s drama workshops introduce participants to 
the company’s writing, performing and devising process. 
Our continually developing programme of workshops can 
explore everything from the company’s working methods 
to the issues and themes around current and future 
productions.

Activities are suitable for students at GCSE, BTEC, A Level 
and above.

A typical school workshop might include:

• Warm up
• Team building exercises
• Creative tasks and devising processes
• Reflection and questions

BOOK IN YER FACE
To book In Yer Face for your school, email 
bookings@message.org.uk or call 0161 946 2300

PREVIOUS THEATRE TOURS
All Is Calm (2014)
Can hope be found among the awfulness of war on the 
stage of two Christmas day football games? One hundred 
years since the Christmas Day Truce of 1914, this show 
blended live theatre, songs and World War One imagery 
to explore hope among the harrowing.

The Christmas Message (2012 and 2015)
The fate of the world rests with two teenagers. A young 
girl discovers she is pregnant. She claims the father is God. 
Hardly surprisingly, nobody believes her. Not even the one 
who knows her best, Joseph. 

www.inyerface.co.uk

 In Yer Face Christian Theatre Company
 @IYFmessage



MEET THE TEAM
Vital Signs are a hip-hop collective who combine music 
with powerful, personal stories of hope and transformation 
to communicate the Christian faith in a relevant and 
engaging way. Speaking from first-hand experience, Vital 
Signs are able to deliver lessons and creative workshops 
around themes such as choice and consequence, drug 
awareness, purpose and identity, and forgiveness.

WHAT WE OFFER
Vital Signs lessons include stories from their own lives 
and experience on these topics. They will also use their 
music and rap skill to communicate on these themes in an 
interactive way. They boldly tackle key issues facing young 
people and they specialise in reaching young people on 
the edge of education and socially excluded. 

They currently offer two main lessons;

• Drugs and Alcohol
• Choice and Consequences

The collective is made up of two regular members and a 
sound engineer. 

www.vitalsignscollective.com

 Vital Signs UK
 @VitalSignsWorld
 @VitalSignsUK

BOOK VITAL SIGNS
To book Vital Signs for your school, email 
bookings@message.org.uk or call 0161 946 2300



MEET THE TEAM
Award winning DJ and producer Galactus Jack is 
passionate about helping young people think about 
life, faith and God, through incredible EDM parties and 
engagements in high schools.

Galactus Jack has played extensively around the UK since 
2009, as well as touring and playing events and festivals 
in the US, Canada, Europe and Asia. He has performed at a 
host of mainstream venues and high profile engagements, 
including the closing ceremony of the Shell Eco Marathon 
which drew 50,000 people to Rotterdam Arena, Holland.

Galactus Jack’s sound is similar to the euphoric pop dance 
of artists like Calvin Harris and David Guetta, combined 
with  the more hard-edged energy of Skrillex and Steve 
Aoki. Whether it’s a crowd of 50 or 50,000, Galactus Jack 
never fails to get the crowd hyped and connected to the 
message he brings.

WHAT WE OFFER
Galactus Jack offers a choice of two schools lessons: 
‘Does God Exist?’ and ‘What is Faith?’

Each lesson is run informally with ice-breaker games, 
personal stories, discussion and music, all with a Christian 
ethos.

Galactus Jack also offers Apologetics sessions covering 
the following topics:

• Science versus God
• Bio-ethics
• Defending the Bible
• Why Christianity? (Don’t all roads lead to God?)
• Suffering and Injustice
• Morality

DJ Workshops are also available, where pupils can learn 
DJ skills using state-of-the-art equipment.

BOOK GALACTUS JACK
To book Galactus Jack for your school, email 
bookings@message.org.uk or call 0161 946 2300

www.galactusjack.co.uk

 Galactus Jack
 @GalactusJack
 @galactusjack



MEET THE TEAM
Our Respect ME schools team, who are fully accredited 
under the Esteem Network, offer a unique and 
complementary approach to the area of sexuality and 
self-esteem education.

Team members use personal stories, compelling cultural 
examples and detailed subject knowledge to relate to 
students on a personal level, encouraging them to voice 
opinions on delicate matters around sex, relationships and 
self-esteem.

The team recently achieved a First Class qualification 
in ‘Supporting Young People in Promoting Positive 
Relationships’ through Esteem Network in partnership 
with Oasis College through the University of Staffordshire.

WHAT WE OFFER
Project 5 is Respect ME’s package offering five age-
appropriate interactive and engaging lessons for five 
different year groups:

• Year 7 – Self Esteem
• Year 8 – Bullying
• Year 9 – Sex and Relationships
• Year 10 – Sexting
• Year 11 – Abuse

Project 6 is an additional session on ‘Love vs Lust’, looking 
at the area of consent for Sixth Form pupils. We also offer 
a boys course for any age. 

Respect ME’s passion is to journey with pupils during their 
time at school, encouraging, informing and educating 
them on some of those hard-to-face topics that every 
person comes across during their lives. We aim to give 
students the tools and information to help them make 
positive choices when facing any of these issues.

BOOK RESPECT ME
To book Respect ME for your school, email 
bookings@message.org.uk or call 0161 946 2300

www.respectme.co.uk

 Respect ME
 @RespectME
 @respectme_



Frequently Asked Questions
What are the aims of The Message Trust?
We are a Christian organisation with a mission to 
tell people about Jesus Christ. Working in schools 
gives us an opportunity to tell people about Jesus 
and what it means to follow him today. However we 
never evangelise during school hours: our schools 
work is an opportunity for us to help young people 
grow in their understanding of the Christian faith and 
many other key issues around self-image and social 
responsibility which critically affect young people. It 
is one of our main aims to support them and offer 
relevant opportunities for discussion.

How much will it cost?
There is no cost for most of our work thanks to the 
partnership of local churches. However, as a charity 
we are happy to accept donations from schools. 
Churches fund or part-fund the cost of our schools 
work (approx £1,500 per week). We find many 
schools value the opportunity to get to know and 
link with local faith groups which can be beneficial to 
supporting specific endeavours and activities within 
the school community. Respect Me and In Yer Face 
have additional fees attached to some of their work. 
We will clearly communicate this with you when you 
enquire and are happy to discuss fees with you. We 
are keen to partner with you and don’t want finance 
to be a barrier to our work. 

Who provides the technical equipment?
Our teams are usually accompanied by one of our 
professionally trained events team who oversee all 
technical aspects of what we deliver. We provide 
our own sound and lighting equipment which is 
customised for your school environment and stored 
safely and unobtrusively when not in use. All our 
equipment is safety tested – we just need access to 
some power sockets!

Does it have to be a full week?
We find that schools get the most out of our teams 
when they are invited to spend a full week in and 
around the school, playing a full part in the life of 
the school and getting to know as many students 
as possible. However, we seek to serve schools in 
whatever way we can.

What about child protection?
All of our team members have been Enhanced DBS-
checked. The details of these checks will be made 
available before we turn up to the school for you to 
look at and process through your internal system. 
It is also worth noting that all team members will 
adhere to any school rules during their visit and fully 
respect the educational environment. If you have any 
concerns around the area of safeguarding and the 
conduct of our team members, please get in touch.

How does the school communicate something 
they may not be happy with?
Ensuring open communication at all times is 
important to us. For this reason, we have introduced 
both an online and hard copy feedback questionnaire 
that will be sent to you after our visit. This is to ensure 
teachers and staff are 100% satisfied with what we do 
and how we do it. We aim to get it right every time.

What about noise?
There will be some noise created by the teams when 
doing their assemblies, lessons, and lunch-time 
concerts. To a certain extent this is unavoidable – 
however, our engineers and teams will be sensitive 
to other lessons going on in school, so please do 
communicate any concerns around volume and noise 
pollution to them at the start of the day. If you would like to know more about us please 

visit www.message.org.uk or arrange to visit us 
and we would love to show you around our HQ 
in Sharston, Manchester.



We understand that the school environment is 
assessed continually and in light of this, all our 
lessons, workshops, assemblies and lunchtime 
performances are aimed at complementing 
Ofsted’s inspection framework. 

Here is our interpretation of the 2015 Ofsted framework, 
and how we believe we can serve your school in fulfilling 
the various criteria.

The impact of provision on spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development 

All our school engagement aims to be effective in 
developing young people’s understanding in this area. 
We offer a well-rounded explanation of how the Christian 
faith underpins decision-making and development, with 
specific applications as follows:

1.1 Spiritual development 
A number of our lessons offer presentations of Christian 
beliefs like the BrightLine lesson ‘What is Faith’ and In 
Yer Face’s Christmas nativity show. These sessions are 
accessible, professional and respectful of the education 
environment.

1.2 Moral development 
A number of our lessons, particularly Vital Signs’ ‘Drugs 
and Alcohol’ and ‘Choice and Consequence’ fit well in this 
area. BrightLine and Respect ME’s lessons also explore 
with pupils why they make the decisions they do, and 
what consequences their choices might have. 

1.3 Social development 
All of our lessons and workshops are designed to be 
engaging and thought-provoking, encouraging debate, 
discussion and reflection on each student’s journey 
through life so far. A successful lesson for us means that 
young people leave stimulated to think about and discuss 
the role of faith in their life and this world. Respect ME 
offer lessons on bullying, and BrightLine investigate the 
issue of self-esteem, both of which directly connect to 
curriculum concerns.

1.4 Cultural development 
Although historically a Christian nation, Britain is becoming 
increasingly multicultural and diverse in its outlook. Both 
here and abroad, however, Christianity continues to play a 
crucial role in shaping our world. In a relevant and engaging 
style, our teams aim to explain life through the lens of the 
Christian faith, exploring the interesting and sometimes 
challenging dynamics our different approaches to faith 
can create for us in a modern society.

Other areas we can help your school meet Ofsted 
criteria…

Leadership and Management
Our school days help students discuss how a faith 
framework might allow an individual (and wider society) 
to process moral and social decisions. The Vital Signs 
lesson ‘Choice and Consequence’ and Respect ME’s lesson 
on bullying offer two fascinating case studies.

Other packages allow pupils to engage with the Christian 
faith through dialogue, group activities and discussion, 
encouraging a deeper exploration of spirituality. As 
students grapple with the Christian faith, they explore 

how it relates to other worldviews and see for themselves 
the daily impact upon those who believe in it. Better 
understanding promotes tolerance.

Quality of teaching and learning
We take excellence very seriously and expect nothing short 
of an excellent learning environment to be provided by our 
teams. Our approach challenges typical stereotypes of 
Christian faith and what it means to engage with Christians 
who take their faith seriously (for example, those who 
would identify as ‘practising’ Christians). All our teams are 
committed to serving the education environment without 
compromising their own core belief system, as shared by 
almost one-third of the world’s population.

We always promote two-way engagement in our lessons. 
Times of question and answers are an essential element 
in all our lesson plans, giving each class member the 
opportunity to ask questions or to state their own 
opinions in response to things our teams have said. 
We offer lunchtime performances during which these 
discussions may continue. Teams  can also have lunch 
with the students if helpful to the ongoing educational 
and personal development of the young people.

Curriculum
If you have any ideas about how we might be able to 
serve your school’s vision or interpret the curriculum 
better, please contact us. We always aim to be flexible in 
our approach to meet the needs of the students and your 
school.

Our Schools Work and the OFSTED Inspection Framework



‘The lessons were observed by staff from Geography, 
History, PE and the senior leadership team as well 
as RE staff. Feedback was excellent from all those 
who attended. Feedback from pupils has also 
been excellent. The skills of the team members 
engaged even our most challenging students and 
the content was 100% relevant to their lives.’

NICK WILLIAMS, HEAD OF RS, THE KINGSWAY SCHOOL

 
‘Your use of music, drama, audio-visual presentation 
and discussions was enthusiastic, lively and 
original. You grasped the attention of the students 
and stimulated their interest in both lessons and 
assemblies.’

HEAD OF RE, TYTHERINGTON SCHOOL

 
 
‘These are “real life” Christians talking about their 
faith … pupils were engaged and focused. A positive 
input without alienating non-Christian children. 
You made our pupils feel valued by listening and 
taking an interest in who they are.’

ANN ROBINSON, HEAD OF RE AT HATHERSHAW COLLEGE OF 

TECHNOLOGY AND SPORT

‘BrightLine were the best outside agency we have 
ever had in school.’

ASSISTANT HEAD, THE OAKS ACADEMY

‘The week they spent in school was excellent. 
Their energy, enthusiasm, commitment, faith and 
professionalism were immediately apparent.’

VINCENT RYDER, ACTING CURRICULUM LEADER FOR RE AT 

NORTH CHADDERTON SCHOOL

 
 
‘Very professional – in assemblies, lessons and 
around the school. We would welcome you back 
anytime!’

MR G J WARD, HEADTEACHER, MACCLESFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

 
 
‘An absolutely amazing experience, jam-packed 
with engaging, relevant, inspirational and 
motivating content. It is such a pleasure to have the 
team in school promoting respect, understanding 
and a love of music and education. I would 
recommend The Message to all schools.’

CLAIRE DAVIS, HEAD OF RS, CHEADLE HULME HIGH SCHOOL

The Message Trust
Lancaster House
Harper Road, Sharston
Manchester M22 4RG

bookings@message.org.uk
0161 946 2300

MESSAGE.ORG.UK
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