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WELCOME
We’re so excited that you’ve
chosen to partner with Higher.
This manual serves to give you
everything you need as we
work together to raise up a
generation of culture-shifting
disciples across the UK.
W H AT ’ S I T A L L A B O U T ?

The church carries the hope of the world:
Jesus Christ. The Higher Tour is here to equip,
encourage and strengthen the local church
in reaching young people in your area with
the life-transforming, world-shaking gospel of
Jesus. Together, we want to raise a generation
of culture-shifting disciples.
Higher combines innovative schools work
with large-scale gospel proclamation events
and cutting-edge discipleship resources. We
passionately believe that the transforming
power of Jesus is not just for one evening at
an action-packed event, but for good – so we
want to see new Christians become rooted in
a local church to continue their journey of faith
and engage in long-term discipleship.
That’s why the local church is is at the heart
of the Higher Tour. We want to partner with
you and your church in booking local schools,
shaping our events, and most importantly in
journeying with the young people who meet
Jesus for the first time at a Higher event.
Along with seeing young people encounter
God for the first time, we also want to invest in
your Christian young people who are perfectly
placed to share their faith and invite their
friends to a Higher event.

IT’LL BE THE NEW
CHRISTIAN YOUNG
PEOPLE WHO ARE THE
NEXT GENERATION
OF PASSIONATE
EVANGELISTS

The Higher Tour is an initiative of The Message Trust. Founded by Andy Hawthorne OBE in 1992, The Message is a worldwide movement with a
passion to share Jesus Christ with the hardest-to-reach young people. Since the early days of the World Wide Message Tribe, our creative arts
mission teams have spent the last quarter of a century sharing the gospel in schools in relevant ways through music, dance and theatre – introducing
thousands of young people to Jesus for the first time. We firmly believe that he is the surest hope for the transformation of our society.
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Our Youth Conference seeks to equip these
young people in evangelism. And when the
Higher Tour next comes to town, it’ll be the
new Christian young people who are the next
generation of passionate evangelists, in turn
inviting their non-Christian mates to encounter
the radical love of Jesus Christ.
We’re touring the UK with a vision to see our
nation influenced by a generation of young,
sold-out disciples of Jesus who want to lift his
name higher in their lives.
We’re so glad that you’re joining us on the
journey.

WE WANT TO SEE
NEW CHRISTIANS
BECOME ROOTED IN
A LOCAL CHURCH

W H AT D O E S I T L O O K L I K E ?
Each Higher Tour moves through three key
phases:

• Phase One: before the tour This is where
we focus on networking and building solid
relationships with the local churches. We’ll
run a couple of events to launch the vision to
churches in your region and grow a culture
of prayer for the mission. We’ll also work
through most of the admin – like booking
schools, visits to your church and follow-up
sessions.
• Phase Two: during the tour Usually lasting
between two and three weeks, this is when
we’ll be visiting as many schools as we can
to invite as many young people as possible
to the gospel event(s) near them. We’ll work
with you on the details, like selling tickets,
booking coaches and your role at the gigs
themselves.
• Phase Three: after the tour Our suite of
follow-up resources come in to play, and
we equip you with everything you’ll need to
see young people transition from choosing
to follow Jesus at an event to continuing to
follow him for the rest of their lives.

HIGHER TIMELINE
P H AS E O NE

Networking • Youth Conference • Focus on Prayer

PHASE TWO

Schools Tour • Gigs

PHASE THR EE

Follow up

T H E HIGHER TOU R

5

PHASE ONE:
BEFORE THE TOUR
N E T W O R K I N G • P R O M O T I O N • P R AY E R • YO U T H
E N G A G E M E N T • YO U T H C O N F E R E N C E • B O O K I N G S C H O O L S

Before the tour, we’re entirely
focused on working in a
healthy partnership with you
and your church.
We want Higher to run as smoothly as possible,
and there are some things that you are
uniquely placed to contribute, like relationships
with local schools and knowledge of your
area. Your church is also crucial – not only in
providing a nurturing environment for new
followers of Jesus, but in supporting Higher
through prayer and sacrificial giving.

N E T WO R K I N G

YOU ARE UNIQUELY
PL ACED TO CONTRIBUTE
REL ATIONSHIPS WITH
LOCAL SCHOOLS
AND KNOWLEDGE
OF YOUR ARE A
The first step is making sure we can stay in
touch about the networking events you’ll need
to attend as part of the build-up to the tour.

There are three key groups of people we hope
to connect with:
• Church leaders
• Youth leaders
• Youth organisations
Most of the time we’ll communicate the same
information to all three groups. However we’ve
found Higher works best when both church
leaders and youth leaders are committed to
the vision.

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOUR
DETAILS ARE UP TO DATE WITH
YOUR LOCAL HIGHER CONTACT.
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PROMOTION

P R AY E R

Video
• Promo video (30 seconds).

Higher is always rooted in a culture of
passionate prayer and in partnering with us
you’ll commit to reflecting this in your church
too. This will look different for each person,
congregation or organisation, but to get you
started you could engage in regular mid-week
prayer meetings, 24-7 prayer rooms, weekly
prayer emails or a gathered church prayer
event.

We’ve developed a suite of materials that help
promote Higher.

• Tour highlights video (footage from schools
and gigs).
Photos
• School tour and gig photos and where
possible any other build-up event
photography (published through Flickr).
Promotional materials
• Tour foldout Includes everything you need
to know about upcoming events as well as
gig and ticket information.
• Gig tickets Dependent on each venue, we
provide physical tickets for Higher events,
along with special ‘+1’ tickets for youth
groups (see page xx)
• Schools Pack A beautiful digital PDF which
presents the Higher offering to a school,
including information about our teams
• Digital event graphics Slides and social
media posts for you and your church to use
• The Sound of Higher A special Spotify
playlist with all the best tracks from our
mission teams.

It’s impossible to overstate the importance of
united prayer.

THINK ABOUT HOW YOUR CHURCH
CAN PRAY FOR HIGHER AND FOR A
CULTURE-CHANGING NUMBER OF
DISCIPLES ACROSS YOUR REGION.

YO U T H E N G A G E M E N T

Higher is well-placed to engage with three
types of young person.
Christian young people
Higher is a perfect opportunity to encourage
your Christian young people in their own faith
and to equip them to invite their mates to
gospel-focused events.
Non-Christian young people
Our schools work is designed primarily to
reach these young people.

Merchandise
Available online at highertour.com and at all
Higher events.
Website
Your Higher will have a dedicated website
landing page including information about
the vision, events, tickets and any specific
materials.
Email
We’ll stay in touch regularly via email.

CHECK OUT
HIGHERTOUR.COM AND
FIND YOUR LANDING PAGE.

WORK OUT WHICH GROUP
OF YOUNG PEOPLE YOU ARE
CURRENTLY ENGAGING WITH AND
IF THERE IS ANOTHER GROUP YOU
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ENGAGE.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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YO U T H C O N F E R E N C E

As effective as our schools work is, we know
that one of the best ways of seeing nonChristians come along to our events is when
they are invited by their friends.
The Youth Conference will be scheduled for
around a month before the schools tour, and
includes sessions aimed at equipping Christian
young people to confidently share their own
faith and invite their mates to a Higher event
. At the conference we will also run a seminar
for youth leaders- training them in follow-up
and equipping them to run Higher sessions
following the tour.
Bringing your young people to the Youth
Conference is a key part of your partnership.
Tickets cost just £5 to help cover the cost of
the event. We’ll provide you with everything
you should need to promote the event to your
youth group.
At the Youth Conference, your young
people will be able to get hold of special ‘+1’
tickets – two Higher tickets for the price of
one. Young people can keep one and give one
away. (They’re not just a cheap way to get
more tickets for your youth group!)
These tickets will be available from a select
release date up until and at the youth
conference and 48 hours following the
conference. After this date +1 tickets will
no longer be available and you will have to
purchase full price tickets.

FIND OUT THE DATE OF YOUR
YOUTH CONFERENCE AND BOOK
– EITHER ONLINE OR WITH YOUR
LOCAL HIGHER CONTACT.

BOOKING SCHOOLS

As a local youth worker you are uniquely
placed to build a relationship with your local
school(s) and its pupils. The more you can be
involved in the schools process, the better – all
the way from an initial meeting with the staff
contact to playing a part in the schools day.
Even though our schools days are focused
on inviting young people to a Higher event,
we also want to establish a legacy of schools
work and help build a long-term relationship
between you and each school. With that in
mind, it’s important that you’re plugged in
to schools work – including being involved in
assemblies in the lead up to Higher and helping
promote your follow-up sessions.
If you’re already connected to a secondary
school in your area, that’s a perfect place to
start!
When approaching a school on behalf of
Higher, please liaise with your Higher contact
first to make sure you have all the details
relating to our schools contract, and so we can
supply you with our Schools Pack.
Approaching a school
STEP ONE: MAKE CONTACT AND ARRANGE A
MEETING

Please confirm with the Higher team which
school you are contacting before you approach
them. This will ensure we do not double up
on contacting schools and helps us identify
potential church partnerships.
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sure they know you’ll be talking it all through
with them when you meet.
• Familiarise yourself with the Schools Pack
so you can talk confidently about it without
having to read from it in the meeting.

STEP TWO: MEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL CONTACT

Present yourself well, wear suitable clothing
and be polite and courteous. Make it clear
through your appearance and manner that this
meeting matters to you.
Respect the teacher’s time and have a plan
of how you want to lead them through the
Schools Pack. Be concise and clear.
Key questions to consider when approaching a
school:
Who is the key contact you want to start with?
The further up in the school this contact is
the better, as they will have more authority to
make things happen (e.g. head of department,
head of year, assistant or deputy head).
What can you as a church offer the school
before, during and after Higher? It’s worth
aiming to under-promise and over-deliver,
especially if it is a new contact, but think
creatively about how you may be able to serve
the school.
What is your follow up strategy after Higher?
Will you want to run any follow up in school?
Have a plan, but sit lightly on it. Flexibility will
be an asset to developing the relationship.
Top tips for arranging a successful meeting:
• When contacting the school be professional
and organised. Teachers are busy people!
Stick to agreed meeting dates and avoid
rescheduling if your diary changes. It’s
important to remember that getting off on
the wrong foot can close the doors to a
school before they’ve fully opened.
• Where possible the school contact should be
sent the Schools Pack along with a covering
letter before your meeting (you can get
these from your Higher contact). This will
give them time to reflect and think about
any questions they might have. Just make

Discuss Higher and see if they are ready to
book in a date. If so, then please don’t promise
a specific band or date as it will need to be
confirmed in our diary first.
Leave a few copies of the Schools Pack with
the teacher for them to reflect and share
with colleagues. They should also have the
electronic version to use.

STEP THREE: AFTER THE MEETING

Let your Higher contact know how the meeting
went and if a date was discussed. We’ll
work with you and the school to arrange the
booking along with our team and production
suppliers – including all the important details
and our schools contract.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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HIGHER TEAM

C H U R C H / O R G A N I S AT I O N

This is both the regional
Message Trust hub contact
and the Higher National Coordinator. Responsibilities are
case- and tour-dependant

The person who hold either a preexisting or new relationship with a
school. Often that school’s partner
church or an organisation contact

SCHOOL

School database created to
understand the scope of the
schools in the region.

Church contact to liaise
with Higher team around
any pre-existing or desired
relationships with any schools.

Schools Packs, cover letters
and booking forms distributed
to networks via delivery teams.

Receive the school resources
and discuss with Higher team
how to approach a school.

Support local contacts in
approaching schools, making
sure everyone is well equipped.

Approach the school(s) as
agreed with by the Higher
team, arranging a meeting or
emailing across the Higher
schools resources.

Approached by church
contact or Higher team via
pre-decided school contact,
or if no relationships then via
school email.

Attend any school meetings
where support and extra
guidance is required.

Hold a meeting with the
school.

Meets with local church
contact.

A face-to-face meeting is not always necessary, but encouraged.
Confirm a date.

Send potential dates to Higher
team to confirm a final date.

Higher schools day is agreed
and the school supply
potential dates.

Send Higher booking form to
school.

Book the Higher schools day
into the diary to make sure you
will be present.

The school completes a Higher
booking form.

Confirm receipt of completed
booking form and respond to
any queries.

Book two assemblies either
side of the Higher schools visit.

Returns the booking form with
any queries.

O N E M O N T H B E F O R E H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

Mission team members ring
the relevant schools.

Confirm any assemblies with
the school and the Higher
team.

Receive a phone call from a
member of the team who will
be visiting. Final details for
the visit are discussed and
confirmed.
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HIGHER TEAM

C H U R C H / O R G A N I S AT I O N

SCHOOL

T W O W E E K S B E F O R E H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

Send an email with any final
details, timings and numbers
for the day.

Receive an email with any final
details, timings and numbers
for the day.

Receive an email with any final
details, timings and numbers
for the day.

O N E W E E K B E F O R E H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

Hold an assembly promoting
the Higher visit, events and
follow-up sessions.

Church contact holds an
assembly promoting the visit,
events and follow-up sessions.

H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

On the same day as the visit,
send a thank you email to
the school with a link to a
feedback form.

On the same day as the visit,
receive a thank you email with
a link to a feedback form.

O N E W E E K A F T E R T H E H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

Hold an assembly promoting
the events and follow-up
sessions.

THINK ABOUT WHICH LOCAL
SCHOOLS YOU ARE ALREADY
OR WANT TO BE ENGAGED WITH
AND COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR
LOCAL HIGHER CONTACT.

Church contact holds an
assembly promoting the
events and follow-up sessions.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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PHASE TWO:
DURING THE TOUR
S C H O O L S D AY S

Ideally, we’ll work with every year group during
the day (Year 7 to Year 11). Due to the cost of
delivering our schools work, we don’t usually
accept single assemblies or individual lessons.
Typical schedule
6.45am: Our team arrives at school for set up
8.45am: Assembly
9.00am: Lesson 1 (Year 7)
10.00am: Lesson 2 (Year 8)
11.00am: Break
11.15am: Lesson 3 (Year 9)
12.15pm: Lesson 4 (Year 10)
1.15pm: Lunch
2.00pm: Lesson 5 (Year 11)
3.00pm: End
Sample Higher lesson plan
Our Higher lessons explore the Christian faith
through the lens of key PSHE areas such as
self-esteem, bullying, racism and choices and
consequences.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction (4 mins)
Music Performance (5 mins)
Video clip (3 mins)
Talk 1 (5 mins)
Discussion and feedback (5 mins)
Video clip (3 mins)
Talk 2 (5 mins)
Game (10 mins)
Talk 3 (5 mins)
Music performance (5 mins)
Summary and Q&A (10 mins)

WE’LL WORK WITH
EVERY YE AR GROUP
DURING A SCHOOL DAY
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Letter to parents
We provide a letter to parents for pupils
to take home from school. This includes
information about the schools day, the
upcoming gigs and contact information for the
Higher team, to make sure that parents

are well informed. This also helps schools in
communicating that the Higher gigs are not
school events.
Here’s an example:

Higher [location]: join us at an evening concert event
Dear Parent or Guardian,
I’m writing to tell you about an exciting opportunity for your child to be part of the Higher Tour, a
nationwide concert tour operated by The Message Trust.
For more than 25 years, The Message has been working in schools across the UK to help young
people explore life, faith and positive values. We’re a Christian charity working in partnership with
churches and youth organisations in your area to invite young people into freedom from some of
the toughest challenges they face.
We visited your child’s school today to deliver lessons, assemblies and performances to the whole
school. Along with visiting more than 30 schools in and around [location] we’re also putting on
a number of exciting evening concert events, where our bands will perform and talk about the
impact their faith has had on their lives.
Your child may have bought a ticket at the exclusive school price of £X today. If not, these tickets
are still available from the school this week or for £X online at highertour.com/[location].
[Event details]
If you would like any further information about Higher, our events or transport options, please get
in touch with the team by emailing higher@message.org.uk.
Yours faithfully,

Tom Butler
Head of UK Mission, The Message Trust
PS. Some of our partner churches are arranging transport to and from the evening events.
Information about transport (if available in your area) will be provided when your child buys a
ticket. You can also find parking information about each venue on our website, highertour.com.
Plus, there’ll be a small number of tickets available on the door if you don’t manage to get hold of
one beforehand.

T H E HIGHER TOU R

HIGHER GIG TICKETS

Young people can buy tickets from three
places:
• Their school
• Their youth group
• Through the Higher website

We try to sell as many tickets as possible
through our schools work to reach young
people who haven’t yet been introduced to
a church. But please make sure you arrange
tickets for all your young people too.

VISIT THE HIGHER WEBSITE
FOR TICKET INFORMATION
AND MAKE SURE YOU YOUR
CHURCH IS BOOKED IN.

COAC H E S

Providing a coach or minibus to transport
young people between their school to a Higher
event is a brilliant way of building trust with
parents and teachers, and will enable you to
engage with a larger group of young people
both before and after the gig.
Recommended coach practice

HIRED COACHES

• Have members of your youth team on each
coach to meet the young people.
• Ensure every adult you place on the coaches
is DBS cleared.
• All drivers and workers must have read
the safeguarding policy of your church or
organisation and agree to abide by it.
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• The vehicle being used for transportation
must be roadworthy. The driver must
produce a valid driving licence, MOT
certificate where applicable and proof of
adequate insurance.
The recommended ratios of adults to young
people are:
• For young people aged between 9–12, one
adult for every eight young people.
• For young people aged between 13–18, one
adult for every ten young people.
• In a minibus, we recommend a DBS-cleared
driver and a DBS-cleared worker travelling in
the back.

PRIVATE VEHICLES

Whilst there is no legislation which prohibits
young or inexperienced drivers from
transporting children and young people, it is
good practice to operate under the regulations
set out for minibus drivers: the driver should be
21 or over and have held a full driving licence
for at least two years.
Don’t forget to ensure that the vehicle is
insured and roadworthy and that the driver has
a valid licence.
Top tips for transporting young people to and
from a Higher event:
• Clearly communicate your pick up and drop
off times. Doors usually open at 7pm and the
main show starts at 7.30pm. The main show
usually finishes at 9.30pm, so work from
9.45pm as a rough departure time from the
gig venue.
• Ensure each young person fills in a standard
parental consent form from your youth
work ministry. Make these available along
with tickets so parents can sign them (see
overleaf for an example).

SELF-DRIVE MINIBUSES

• Your driver must be DBS cleared and
checked in the same way as any youth or
children’s worker (even if they are simply
driving there and back)

• Have some flyers ready for the young people
to know where and when your follow-up
sessions will be.
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• It is reasonable to expect that DBS-cleared
workers may be alone with a child for short
periods while collecting/dropping them off.
Consideration should therefore be given to
dropping off the least vulnerable last and
plan routes accordingly. Two workers in a
vehicle does not in itself guarantee safety
– there have been incidents where workers
have acted abusively together.
• Drivers should not spend unnecessary time
alone in a vehicle with someone they are
transporting. If, for example, a child wants
to talk to a driver about something and
has waited until other children have been
dropped off, the driver should explain that
it isn’t convenient to talk there and then but
arrange to meet them at a location where
there are other adults around with the
knowledge of the group leader. (Remember
they may want to talk to the driver about an
abusive situation.)

• When travelling in groups with more than
one vehicle it is good practice to insist that
those being transported stay in the same
groups on the outgoing and return journey.
This will avoid anyone being left behind.
• At collection or dropping off points no child
or young person should be on their own
and the driver should make sure they are
collected by an appropriate adult. This may
also apply to a vulnerable adult, depending
on the nature of their vulnerability and/or
disability.
• It is advisable to be aware of instances
where it may be unwise for a particular
driver to transport a particular individual e.g.
where there has been a disagreement, or
they have romantic feelings for a driver.
• If parents or carers provide transport,
ensure they are made aware that such
arrangements are their own responsibility
and not the organisation’s.

EXAMPLE CONSENT FORM FOR TRANSPORTING CHILDREN

This place of worship/organisation is able to provide transport for children to and from [Pick
up point] for Higher Tour gig at [Insert location and times of event]. This transport will be in a
[minibus/car/other – state all modes of transport] and the following principles will be adhered to:
• All drivers will be safely recruited following national government guidelines and our
safeguarding policy.
• Transport will be provided in vehicles that are roadworthy i.e. MOT and appropriate insurance.
• All minibus drivers are over [Insert age] years of age and have held a full driving licence for at
least [insert number of years] years.
• Seat belts will be worn at all times by all occupants of the vehicle.
I give permission for my child(ren) to be transported to and from the activity/I understand that my
child(ren) will be transported to/from the address on this form (delete where appropriate).
Name of Child: __________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________

ARRANGE TRANSPORT TO AND
FROM YOUR LOCAL HIGHER
EVENT AND ENSURE THE
RELEVANT SAFEGUARDING
PROCEDURES ARE IN PLACE.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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HIGHER EVENTS

Five Response Team steps
Once instructed from the stage (venue
dependent), response team to be in position
and to gather young people and begin 5 steps:

When it comes to choosing a venue, we always
have non-Christian young people in mind – so
we’ll often look first to commercial venues. We
complete risk assessments for all of our events
and appropriate, up-to date measures are
put in place to ensure the safety of everyone
involved.

1. WELCOME

Jesus is front and centre at any Higher
event. No matter what, we faithfully and
wholeheartedly proclaim the gospel and offer
people an opportunity to respond to it.

Introduce yourself, smile and ask the names of
those in your group.
2. WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM?

Find out the names of the schools or churches
where the young people are from and
complete form 1.

As one of our partners, we expect that you will
bring your young people along.

3. GOSPEL RECAP AND PRAY

S TA R T O F T H E P R E A C H

Recap the five points from the show and
emphasise the importance and amazingness of
the decision they’ve made. Pray with them.

(Exact time to be communicated on the night of
the event.) Response Team to assemble at the
allocated meeting point in the venue and sign
out the relevant forms on the sign out sheet.

THE RESPONSE

Leading someone to Christ is an unparalleled
privilege. As a partner we expect you to be
available to serve on the response team, and
it’s also a great opportunity for others in your
church to experience seeing young people
come to life in Christ first-hand.
As you might expect, safeguarding is a
priority here. All response team members
must be DBS-cleared by their local church.
We’ll offer training in the weeks before the
events to ensure everyone understands their
responsibility.
Our response teams operate as a pair (ideally
one male, one female), working with around
five to ten young people. However, if the
team is smaller or the response is bigger than
planned, then you may need to lead a larger
group.
We provide:
• Response Team t-shirt
• Response Pack (Higher Bible, Higher App
card, Follow-up Sessions Guide)
• Response Feedback Form
• Clipboard and pen
• 5 ‘C’s Gospel Card

4. RESPONSE PACK

Give each young person a yellow bag and point
them to the Higher Bible – encourage them to
read it! (Response Bags will be brought to your
groups once you’ve assembled your Response
Group).
5. FOLLOW UP

Explain the importance of them connecting to
a local church and Higher Follow Up Sessions –
Encourage the young people to download the
Higher App/refer to the paper version. Use the
script below to ask if any young people (who
are over the age of 13) would like to provide
their email address so that they can have
more details about the local follow up sessions
running near them and what to do next, now
they’ve become a Christian. Send round form 2
on a clipboard with a pen for the young people
to complete their details.
Please follow the script carefully to ensure we
satisfy GDPR guidelines in taking personal data
from young people:

“If you’re 13 years of age or older, you can
provide the Higher Tour, ran by the Message
Trust, with your email address and we will
send you details by email about the Higher
Follow Up sessions that are happening near
you. We’ll give you more information about
what to do next, now that you’ve become a
Christian too. We will only send 3 emails and
then we’ll delete your contact information.”
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End of Response
1. Return forms to Response Team Leader and
sign them back in
2. Return any unused response packs
3. Return response team tee
4. Share any stories with the response team
leader (not breaching any confidentiality
guidelines)
5. Celebrate salvation!

Any team member continuing to offer support
after the event has finished must make it clear
that they are acting on a personal basis and
are no longer acting as a representative of the
Higher Tour or The Message Trust. This should
only be done in the context of local church
youth work.

YOUNG PEOPLE AT RISK

We follow an established procedure in
situations where it becomes apparent that a
young person may be at risk of harm. In all
cases, please speak to the Higher Response
Team Leader.

General expectations
CONFIDENTIALITY

Please do not promise absolute confidentiality
in any circumstance. Any concerns regarding
safeguarding should be passed on to the
Response Team Leader who will follow the
procedures in place to ensure the safety of the
young person.
If you are asked to be involved in listening,
helping and praying with young people, then
please do not share specific information with
other team members unless there is a need to
provide extra support for the young person.

SAME SEX

All pastoral care, whether listening, chatting or
praying, should be carried out by someone of
the same sex. In most situations, groups should
be led by a male and a female. If you end up
in a same-sex pair, the group chat time can be
mixed but one-to-one conversations always
need to be same-sex. Nobody should take on
‘private’ counselling and you should never be
on your own with a young person. Be careful in
all your dealings with young people and do not
put yourself in any situation which could be
misunderstood.

AFTER THE EVENT

It is not the intention of the Higher Tour or
The Message Trust to continue to be involved
with any pastoral situations after the event
has finished – we’re simply not set up to deal
with these effectively. Those requiring further
support should be encouraged to talk to their
parents or local church/youth group leaders.

• Please note that what you say may have a
tremendous impact on someone’s life and
you need to give them the tools to work it
through with God for themselves.
• Be careful not to use Christian jargon
that some of the young people may not
understand.
• Please submit yourself to the Higher
Leadership Team under direction of the
leader of the response team and their
deputies.
• Please wear your T-shirt the whole time
during the response time until the end of
the evening, so that young people know that
they can talk to you and that you are easily
identifiable.

T H E HIGHER TOU R

Prayer
DELIVERANCE

The Higher Tour, as part of The Message
Trust, recognises the powers of Satan and the
demonic, and believes in the victory and power
of Christ to free someone from these powers.
Never tell a person they have an evil spirit –
always assume that the person is manifesting
his/her pain or hurt. Such ministry should only
be conducted with the consent of the person
concerned and with the consent and advice of
the Higher Response Team Leader or deputy.

PRAYING IN TONGUES (PRAYER LANGUAGE)

The Higher Tour and The Message Trust
encompasses all shades of conviction on
doctrinal and practical issues. Many would
assert that while tongues may be an evidence
of the in-filling of the Holy Spirit, it may not
be the only, or even the initial evidence. Some
people could be unhappy or alarmed by the
exercise at all of such a gift, so great care is
needed.

SPECIFIC WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE

Specific revelation as to the nature of a
person’s problem is something that needs
very careful handling. Gentle questioning is
the preferred route to eliciting the relevant
information. Even then, care should be taken so
that suggestible people are not misled.

DIRECTIONAL WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE

Directional words can carry inordinate weight
in a person’s life and should not normally
be shared. Our authority is God’s revelation
through scripture and our task is to help others
to receive the specific guidance of the Holy
Spirit for themselves. Directional words should
always be checked with the Higher Response
Team Leader before being shared.

MISCELLANEOUS

Lay hands appropriately only after invitation
(shoulders are best). You should pray with
your eyes open so you can see how the young
people are responding. Be responsive to how
the young people are reacting and be mindful
of their needs.
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Each individual has a responsibility for his/her
own life – even Jesus asked, ‘What do you want
me to do?’ (Mark 10:51). It is often important
for the individual to pray aloud to the Lord if
he/she wants healing, guidance, feels stuck
or does not know what to do next. Stay with
him/her in the confusion but do not accept
responsibility for his/her life.
Be aware of your own issues – avoid projecting
onto someone else what God is doing with you.
Let each individual find out what God is doing
in his/her life.
Do not let people become dependent on
you – do not make appointments to pray with
individuals beyond Higher, nor allow people
to ask for ministry from certain people. If
they request further counselling, refer them
to the follow up team leader. This is the Holy
Spirit’s ministry: the person who ministers is
not important. The only exception to this rule
is if/when we realise we are out of our depth
and need to refer to someone else with higher
authority and more experience.
Ultimately, this is a wonderful privilege
and something to be enjoyed. We joyfully
anticipate fruit that lasts from the Higher
events and beyond.
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Response Team Feedback Form

Higher Event Name: _______________________________________________________
Response Team Member Name:______________________________________________
Number of Young People in your Group:_______________________________________
Number of Packs given away:________________________________________________
Name of Schools/Churches represented in your Group:
1.

____________________________________________________________________

2.

____________________________________________________________________

3.

____________________________________________________________________

4.

____________________________________________________________________

5.

____________________________________________________________________

INVITE MEMBERS OF YOUR
CONGREGATION TO BE STEWARDS
OR RESPONSE TEAM MEMBERS
AT THE HIGHER EVENTS.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
Our teams are based in Manchester, so
depending on the location of the tour we will
arrange accommodation for our teams for the
duration of the schools tour and Higher events.
Because the teams will be extremely busy
during the tour we avoid housing them in host
homes, preferring hotels or appropriate retreat
centres.
As a partner church, if you are able to provide
hot meals for the teams in the evenings during
the tour this is a huge support.

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH
YOUR LOCAL HIGHER REP IF
YOU CAN HELP COOK MEALS.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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PHASE THREE:
AFTER THE TOUR
Higher is all about disciples! Our sole aim is
to see disciples, not just decisions – and as
we take Higher across the UK we’re seeking
to raise a whole generation of culture-shifting
disciples.
One of The Message’s touchstone Bible verses
is Isaiah 43:19:
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.

WE BELIEVE THAT
AS WE FAITHFULLY
RESPOND TO GOD’S
CALL AND SHARE THE
GOSPEL BOLDLY, GOD
WILL DO A NEW THING

We believe that as we faithfully respond to
God’s call and share the gospel boldly, God will
do a new thing. Our job is to look to see where
God’s new thing is springing up.

The Higher Sessions material is available to
download from our website. If you would
like to adapt the content for your group, we
encourage you to do so.

Higher follow-up is a little bit like this.
Whatever the wilderness might be, we want
to be ready for disciples to spring up. They
might appear in schools, on the streets of your
community and in your church youth group.
Wherever they spring up, we want to be ready
and prepared to help them start the adventure
of a lifetime.

Your church may not (yet) have a youth group.
We’ve developed a training suite to help you
run follow-up sessions both in your local school
and in your church.

HIGHER SESSIONS

Higher Sessions is a six-week course aimed at
new Christians. It’s perfectly placed to help a
young person who chose to follow Jesus at a
Higher event understand what their decision
means for their life.
As well as guiding young people in their faith,
the sessions are interactive and a lot of fun!

HIGHER BIBLE

The Higher Bible is a pocket-sized, full copy
of the New Living Translation (NLT) with 20
pages of brand-new, specially commissioned
articles introducing the big story of scripture
and showing how it relates to our lives.
Every young person who respond to Jesus
during the tour will receive a Bible as part of
their response pack. We have given away more
than 8,000 Bibles in the past two years, and
they are also available for you to purchase for
your youth group or mission.
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HIGHER APP

Welcome back
My Church

view/edit

The Higher App serves to help young people
find partner churches quickly and easily, where
they’ll be able to engage with Higher Sessions.
Its main focus is on helping young people who
have never been to church find a welcoming
environment.

Session One: God
Available 14 March

Welcome Session
7 February

Higher Bible Readings
Journey through Acts

See all reading plans

Freebies
Higher – Twelve24
Version 2.0

For the King – Vital Signs
See all freebies

Version 2.0

CHECK OUT THE FOLLOW-UP
RESOURCES ON THE HIGHER
WEBSITE (HIGHERTOUR.COM/
RESOURCES) AND SPEAK TO
YOUR HIGHER CONTACT ABOUT
REGISTERING YOUR HIGHER
SESSIONS ON THE HIGHER APP.

We’re constantly updating the app, so the
version you’ll use during Higher won’t be
available until just before the tour begins.
It may be shiny, but the app is worthless
without real-life connection between you
and your young people! We’re committed
to keeping our focus on genuine connection
between young people and their new church
community.

T H E HIGHER TOU R
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A CHURCH LE ADER’S
PERSPECTIVE
HIGHER MIDLANDS 2018

HIGHER MANCHESTER 2017

‘The Higher Tour was just what we needed to
unite youth groups in our region in kingdom
mission. It gave us the focus and the fuel to
mobilise churches, youth groups and young
people in reaching out to the young people in
our communities. Following the Higher Tour,
we have seen young people connecting into
youth groups, schools work growing and a
desire among churches for more evangelism
and mission. The Message Trust clearly have
a passion and calling from God to lead and
encourage the church in the declaration of the
good news of Jesus Christ, and the confidence
to do this boldly! This is a huge need here in
the UK, where we as Christians are so often
silent and held back by fear. Through the
tour we as a local church family were able to
connect with 25 unreached young people,
around half of these made commitments
at the Higher Tour events and now four are
involved in some way in regular discipleship
activities. While we long for more and more,
this demonstrates that God is at work in
and through the Higher Tour and we would
recommend any church, youth group or young
person to get involved.’

We partnered with a small Anglican church
and their passionate vicar and team for the
tour and they were fully on board from the
beginning. We worked together in order to
visit into their local high school. They had no
existing work going on so when we managed
to book not one but two days in the school it
was a huge answer to prayer. Since the tour not
only has the vicar been able to run assemblies
and other work regularly in the school, youth
work in his church has grown with the young
people they took to the events choosing to
follow Jesus and now attending follow-up
sessions each week.
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PARTNERSHIP
If you and your church would like to partner
with the Higher Tour, please consider the
following ways:

SCHOOL CONNECTIONS:
WO R K W I T H U S TO B O O K A
H I G H E R S C H O O L S D AY

If you have a connection with a school in your
region – either professionally or personally
– please let us know. A successful schools
tour relies on excellent existing relationships
between churches and schools.

P R AY E R : C O M M I T T O P R AY I N G
FOR HIGHER
We are fully reliant on God and everything we
do is for him. Prayer is our greatest priority.
As part of every tour we encourage local
churches and organisations to make sure
prayer is a priority in the lead up to and during
the mission. This can look different from an
individual commitment to praying to a church
or organisational commitment.

CHURCH VISIT: LET US SHARE
T H E V I S I O N W I T H YO U R
C O N G R E G AT I O N

In the months leading up to the tour we would
love to come and share the vision of Higher
with your church congregation. It’s a great
opportunity for your winder congregation to
support and uphold you as you partner with us.
The Message is blessed with some outstanding
communicators who are available to share the
Higher vision and a talk as part of a Sunday
service in the build-up to the tour.

HIGHER EVENTS: PROMOTE,
S H A R E A N D AT T E N D

Attending events as part of the tour is crucial
to our partnership. Promoting, sharing and
bringing young people to events is vital if you
are supporting the tour.

F O L LOW- U P : R U N T H E
HIGHER SESSIONS

Every partner church is expected to run followup sessions, whether in a school, church or
local café. We understand your church may not
have experience in youth work or discipleship,
so we offer training for these sessions in the
form of a document and video guides. Our
team is available to answer any specific queries
or concerns.

F I N A N C I A L S U P P O R T : S TA N D
WITH US

Every Higher Tour mission carries a cost. We
don’t expect this to be entirely covered by the
local church, but we do ask that you consider
standing with us financially in order to see
young people reached with the gospel in
your area. Your Higher contact will be able to
give you information about the specific costs
relating to your region.

24

2 01 8 M ANUAL

‘These are “real life” Christians talking
about their faith…pupils were engaged
and focused. A positive input without
alienating non-Christian children. You
made our pupils feel valued by listening
and taking an interest in who they are.’
Ann Robinson, Head of RE at Hathershaw
College of Technology and Sport

‘Very professional – in assemblies,
lessons and around the school. We would
welcome you back anytime!’
Mr G J Ward, Headteacher, Macclesfield
High School

‘The Higher Tour has enabled the students
to get in touch with the most important
things in life in a relevant and engaging
manner’

‘It has been brilliant to connect with a
new school, which will hopefully bring
more opportunities in the future. We’ve
seen some of the young people we have
been working with for a while make
commitments to Jesus and begin to
transition from our community work into
discipleship groups.’
Youth leader, Higher Midlands 2018

‘Higher has been brilliant for us. We were
not doing anything with the local High
School before Higher, but this has been
a credible and professional way in. While
we had hoped for more to come to follow
on sessions we are now sharing the gospel
with young people who we didn’t know
before Higher and that is amazing!’
Youth leader, Higher Midlands 2018

Matt Morgan, Assistant Head, John Henry
Newman catholic College

‘An opportunity not to be missed!
Energetic, engaging and relevant ... Our
students were shocked that Christians
could be so cool!’
Rachel Calvert, Head of RE, Colton Hills
Community School

The Higher Tour
The Message Trust
Lancaster House
Harper Road, Sharston
Manchester M22 4RG
higher@message.org.uk
0161 946 2300
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